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A Distributed Data-Crawling Technology for Microblog API
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(1. School of Computers, Guangdong University of Technology, Guangzhou 510006, China;
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Abstract: As more and more users begin to use microblog, people eagerly want to dig interesting patterns from the
microblog data. How to efficiently collect data from the service provider is one of the main challenges. To address
this issue, a distributed crawling solution based on microblog API was present. The distributed crawling solution
simulates microblog login, automatically gets authorized, and control the invoked frequency of the APl with a task
controller. A time trigger method with memory database was also proposed to avoid extra trivial data duplication and
improve efficiency of the system. In the distributed framework, the crawling tasks can be assigned to distributed
clients independently, which ensures the high scalability and flexibility of the crawling procedure. The feasibility of
the crawler technology according to Sina microblog instance was verified.

Key words: Sina microblog, crawling strategy, distributed crawl, microblog API
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